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SOAPBOK 


Reoderss turn on the stand 


Force for democracy? 


I apolugize for not renewing my subscription to 

FUL ML when it was due. som tw months ago. I 
hendy renew, But 1 do have a question or wo. 
The Object and Declaration of Principles of the 
Sucialist Party of Canada seem to be at odds. The 
Object states that the aim is cunmon vmership 
and ‘'dem-eratic control of the means and instru- 
ments of producing ...wealth...'' In the Declara- 
tion of Principles, Section 6 speaks of the armed 
forces. the conquest of which the workers mst 
work towarcs that they the armed forces, may be 
converted from an instrument of oppressian into 
the agent of emancipation and overthrow of pluto- 
cratic privileges,’ and in Section 8 it says the 
party sreking to do these things ‘must be deter- 
mned to wage war against all other political 


1 fail to see how you can bonestly speak of dmo- 
cracy and force ion the same breath. Believers in 
cheapcracy do not speak in terms of overthrowing 
Unrough the use of armed forces and ‘waging war" 
O® people apposed to their way of thinking. Sec- 
tian 7 says the party seeking to emancipate the 
workers must be ‘bortile” to all other parties. 
in a democracy a)l parties are hostile to each 
Other except where you have coalitians, so I see 
mo hare in hostility, but capled mth the use of 
the asted forces to “overthrow and “wage war 
ege.ost goliticai opponents, the word ‘hostile’ 
doran t fali withit the accepted mraning of the 


I believe that by the use of the wrds farce, 


oeerthros, hostile and war, socialists are delay- 
iog “The estat!) shment 
bases 

anrt ro! 


of a system of society 
poe the «amon ooamership § and demuratic 
of toe macs and instruments of pruducing 
r.buting wealth... 

Ted Wilcos, Thoasnecn, Manitoba 


Pitaciple No. 6 quite clearly expresses the naed 

lor t6e conquest cf. oct the “armed forces”, tart 
tae gaciamet of sitch tae areed forces is but a 
pest. in eimp:y facing the reality thal gw- 
ermmart fumetions im the 1ot+rests of the capita- 
iist isteresta. buth externaliy agaiout scmpe+ ing 
Capita.cets and iptermnaily against the wrkers 

C-aarlg, m toe actvemoed eat hans thin etate poser 
ees bez sace mmeewinbie to par)! amant. 


It '@ the sucialist intention, by electing a 
emjrity to pewriiamet. totum this anmchinery 


sfamnd aac upe it to reliew tse -apitalist class 
Cf Caeir mmerahip of the seme of prodectics 
iC 18 Xeiemdedd theet (he meterial Gevel-gment of 
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accialigt kmwledge amt the working class gi] 
pre-<pt the need for extermal use of the ang 
forres freeing them to hang like the sword «#& 
Dem les. bupefully unuved, for any capitalist(s} 
wa might be fuulhardy enugugh to alteept violese 
to thwart the will of a eoctalist majority. {t 
is ironic that in the previous isasue of RICH, 
leninist group criticized the Sucialist Party fa 
being too soft on thiw point, but the leninists 
are motivated by minority conscious action t 
implant capitalism in place of fusdalienm or a 
immature capitalism 


The writer himself cancedes a variety of inter 
relations of bostility. Socialist hostility tw 
all other politica: parties arises from the fat 
that they all support capitalinm. So ft is thy 
necessary to emphusize this horntility. IC memes 
there must be continual oppositia@m to ther and ~ 
consideration of any such nonsense as temorar 
uid," “common frunt" or "lesser evil" with than. 
Furthermore, there is an abundance of evidence, 
even amongst the ones who like to take mn th 
socialist label, that this hostility 1s quite 
mitual . 


Regarding the last point the capitalist clas 
bave a tremendous propaganda power to diatort the 
meaning of any term. Witness what they have doe 
with the words ‘socialism’ and ''commmist”. Bu 
for many, if not most, the term ‘wage wr 
conveys a different impression than the Socialis 
intent. Other Socialist writings do elaborate @ 
this but, as our critic indicates, an initial re 
pulsion may prevent a cantact fram deeper stud 
Newcomers to the Socialist case are urged to 
treat the Object and Declaration of Principles m 
an interrelated whole and not take words at d 
context and attach isolated meanings to thm 
The eagence of the statemnt ia concious gaporily 
working Clas political action for eatablishings 
Classless democracy. Our QDject and Dclaratia 
of Principles can mean nothiag but nn-~+viclat 
struggle as its methods. Also, sme years apt 
tacit agreeseot was reached not to change Us 
wording of the statements except by qayority @& 
cision of a}l the Campanian Parties of Socialim@ 


It if good that our reader should quastia ar 
terminology because we do not encourage the b)1sd 
belief demands by other political parties. Ws 
we do encourage: 15 a copcia@m understanding of 
@ocialist principles und if you agree with oF 
ideas, even thuugh you doubt our tenminology Fa 
would etill consider joining the party = @ 
appreciate manbers with ap active cancem for UP 
anxearnt . 
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Qane Society? 


Weilo: 5 cead your newpmyers ... ant id like 
tw educate ayanif furtlor by acktug for. 


Q@OCIALISM, UTOPIAN AND SCIENTIFIC. fngels $1.60 


WaE-LNRIR AND CAPITAL, Marx 1.0n 
VALY. RICE AND PROFIT, Marx a) 
CMENIST MANIFESTO, Marx n 

$4.00 


tay | aleo twocemnend that you reat “THY SANE SOC- 
‘ty’ by Erich Frosm, in ebtch the anthor rmeacdse 
sim jar conclusions to your um exocpt fb»: is u lot 
sore critical of the ‘contradictions and falla- 
cles inberent in Marx's erit.ingr. «e.g referring 
to page 229 where he atates thal Marx om “disap 
pointed and disouvranJ, tenming the failure of 
nia revolutionary bopes'’ and the ‘failure to pay 
wngh attention to the puwrs of ideas in thir 
5 theory of historica) materialism." 


Ris view is similar to your «mm aon many points 
(1) The democratic approach. (2) The nem-exds- 
tenre Of socialiam in the Sowiet Unlan and Gina, 
ateide of the very narrowst exnanmc defini- 
tions that wa have been taught in schon! but also 
ome to attack the strict ecommic point of slew 
of many Marxists to the oeglect of the Apiritual 
and social) MAN. (Rear especially his opinign of 
this on page 228). Please Reply: 

MARK CRAWPORD. William Lake 


REPLY 


Be are pot aware of emjor fa) lacies or contradic- 
ting in Marx's writings. But be seums to he 
DR Over-Uptimiatic about the speed of the wor- 
wets in abeorbing Socialist /Gnmumist ideas. If 
janeren(t’' @eenea besic or major, theo the Gc 
wuld aopose Prom an this point. Marx's ,weral 
malysie of capitaliam im reyarded as being 
5 fectual today: {tbe system being still wth us, 
Sadamentally unchanged and materially and his- 
Lorically over-ripe for the change to «remo 
| amrehbip. world-wide. He eas a wientivt, pol a 
| crepmtel ball gazer and ovither he nor crystal 
) gaveru could predict Um world capitalist 
| e‘ralegar of reforms to the systam und:r the 
| @&@ of Bocialiem,” nor the Bolahev ik-Leninist 
: learning prouvessrmy that 
tame taken place since his tiae. 


fh maw of no public (capitalist) echool that has 
\agpet Merxias's ‘'‘narrceest econumic definitices” 
‘Swen, are there?). i, their curriculums, 
they )ovariably teach state omnerahip as being 
Sociajiem, «nd faleify, coscure. or pever emolia 
Werz'a ecunomic «alyaia of this system. They 
ON spe] led to because the “educational” sys 
8 under the dictates of the oming clans in all 
& moe of oo Mamiste why strees the atrict 
““smaic pint of vrew _ to the newlect of the 
@iritua: and sucia: MAN,” if by “spiritual” goo 
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aa jus: ~ligion et Abpw ‘vpteietjar idem 
Tee ewan See Cf my Bpelre Cee be yen- 
ted fro ‘te wgenstructure, The tes 4e!cnniane 
the marretrature Su il wat & Uaewih'c 
fur Servlaliae to veiet in Ramiag of Dine fi thin 
Toe “nerrueeet eaqgem!: dGlielliion wtth the 
inst ituricers of atate uapitalvm atime mH Ly. 
arx wee cally c.maarned oi lb ays mleery ond {t 
js bia early pei logophii-e] eriiings ‘mst ene ta 
have aftrected lem: Narn © Séwpquent Gt) ving 
inta the mayariia of capitalism, reweliag thi 
Ccauae Of (he ederry,o and hin itorialist “Farap 
tiun af Bietary exaing ‘the wpremipmey uf cp 
pitalias dm not wan tc haw wire bric Foam 
very much. Which is probebly ey Iran wae Little 
Quine rhed with, or ignared Mera’s scictiap ta the 
problems of the world's workeru hod sere the 
Moe ‘worksrw' is etreesed, ot “ME Rile 
Sucialiat emdety wij] als, enmle the former 
capitalist clams to live liv tus betage, the 
present weaful clams. acting gpoittinaily is ta- 
vor of its material ioter~eta for os eae society 
facre all been vi!) be free io }te full jive. 


feccomndcd material on thie subject Lo Cpaniee 
Party journals ave. ‘“Fromm's Saar Go-lery® es - 
TERN SOCIALIST, 4/58), “Marx's Cuoortiun of 
Socijalium,” and “There do ® fo Pram A leat iP’ 
(SOCIALIST STAMDARD. Une. /73 and Jan (74 mapeo 
tively); ‘Workers a Bikew "' ani “Socialis and 
Religion in Aumtrasia, (SOCIALIST “1SROUNT 
iy /June, mx! July/Aug, (78 reapecti aly. ) 


Intolerance 


Intolerance te e charge ofles laid m Socialists 

It ig said Sovialiats are out p:epgered to “ted 
eacuses for wayne OF anytUog. Lf ur trac 

toma awen thet ww are intolerant of eciety. they 
are correct, DA they wmelly ae acre. They go 
an to way that thia intolergae of swciety mpi - 
fests ituelf in every perena) actio. Po @ a@- 
tent this ts alan tree, for 9 Secteiist ren is 
Leta a vocuresce pems without mplying ty tt his 
Socialist reesming. Tine i° fcljcm thet a 
Suciaiist most piewe a differmt castrctrs 
from the ordinary men om: the this Chal ucour mm 
every day life. For eumepiec. «a aia ang object te 
aetrike Oca ul «@ owrinel ciauniixt the 
strike amy came. (n De utier bend, a Socks 
list. wit, mag Glew Or acewreiy affectid ty the 
strige, with Sts w@erstamcing oT CP woerhieags of 
society will ‘ate a df ferwmt gtiitude. 


Since thare are tact a few Su isinch), it fclicn 
thar Socialist tdewae wpgia xi emo 
there is irtude that Sayeus tui tat 6 ¢  o- 
conecicam Socisiist Gm approws, be 16 irunned by 
bis fellow wortere with Shy ects iityiere2”. 
Bst qgureiy ail (he ‘tetaitom ie capi ralioras 
place io thy ned of surking claps ae wowe! | 
the mud ana elim Charu at pecythtéive *: theece, 
ad the etiepis Cf riftaine mt tarenweent 
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thea the world’s workers hare finally om of age 
the proletarian electorate wil! vote for tbe sam 
things as those workers wh are moters of the 
Soctalist Partive. There will te no maipterpre- 
tation of idvas or vagueneen between on and the 
other a5 porsistea in Jeftist mfonn partivce. 


Therefore. the familiar process af a nw leftist 
Premier of a province or country warning faithful 
party followems at a party conwntian ur expecu- 
tive meeting that. ‘sorry, but there are ~zP 
parts of our electim platfurm w just cannot 
carry out you know, because w are now elected to 
represent all the peuple." And, as the story 
gues, Uho party manbers comprise a tiny fraction 
of the whole eloctorate. For those party members 
who iunconveniently point out that there is no 
difference between what we want and what the 
majomty voted for, the new in-office Messiah can 
fall back on the excuw that there are large, 
other party minorities who voted against, and 
their wishes too must be respected. 


This is an old story witb provincia] CCF/NDP pre- 
mers trying to rationalize inaction cn som of 
the capitalist patchwork they wre elected a, 
because of other priorities of running capita- 
liam. It 1s being repeated a scant three weeks 
after polling day by ome Rene Levesque, leader of 
the victorious Parti Quebecois. 


lrialearance 

thrust at Socialists would indicate that the cap-— 
itajist class .s also intolerant. Ia fact Socia- 
ists and caepitaiista are iotolérant of each 
Oher. This leaves onoly the worker wm is not 
Clags—conscicus tolerant. But where does this 
Lolerance leave hun? 


it maxes him acoept his wage-slavery, degradation 
end insecurity witb little more tham a murmur. It 
recop<) kes tim to war. slumps and starvatiqo. It 

blinds him to his erviranment and mifflea even 
his wwe cries cof help. It keeps hig docile and 
willisg to prudvce wealth that be doesn t ven and 
nis @agter reeps, stultifies his imagination of 
whar life shra:id be jike sand etifiles his desire 
tC lapeove £:6 cunditicn. 


It is mly iatolerance that will sere the tum 
of the working claus stil the working class 
@pci@e ce i‘ctoleranmce they will oot better 
fear oomfition. When they do achieve ictuser- 
apoe Uev will sot Le fas from achieving ubeir 


— Brian Boo) oock 
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Rene’s First Broken Promises 


leftiet partian wim in a Bea of reform — cay 


taliet tdeolegy. The Parti Qalenoia des ta 
but ttn ootable mpenl wan for Quebec pnwisets 
indiyancknu frm the rest oO] the country. Ti 
is nothing tn the P.Q. platfurm to muggeet th 
fact that preent world swicty te clams divide 
between vatwes apd nacn-~amers of thr mans gf 
life. Or that thie fact ia thr cause of the pa. 
erty and drudgery of (RVIedec workers, ag with gl: 
wage —. lave. Bvess if the goal of indspandae 
is reached the wort:rs of Qube will discos 
they «wn no quuntry or provinoe, and that having 
their comm language 18 as much glittering tinge) » 
unenmploymnt ingurahce, worlonen's oseneatia o 
state ounerbhip was prowd to be The adnarity 
class of peuple who ow th mans of life wi}} 
still do so, and nu chang for the wekers e])) 
have taken place. The years of P.Q. lies, incle 
ding the big une of naticnalisym (used Dy Pulling 
class parties ewryhere) will soon bear their 
bitter fruit. And Monsieur Le\verque has recent) 
begun to prepare his blind followers for th 
blows that are coming. 


Six days befure the annual cammercial debdauchery 
commemorating a mythical religiouw figure vas to 
be obaerved, the loca] Daily Colonist quoted Le 
vesque: and revealed that he and Jesus Christ har 
a lot in wm Mm Dec. 19th ft head] ined - 


'Be Patient, Levesque Tells P.Q." 


He warned P.Q. mililants "'.. not to be too ispal- 
fent for change He musi! have bren nv-eouthtng 
speeches by Tummy Uouglas, vodrow Liad, K 
Schreyer, Alan Blakim-y and Dave Barrett. 


He said, ‘he understands the Inatianor of party 
militants who have lung waited for a chm 
(If they were militant why wre they wajtlag?! 
Contradictions have little effect ca clas & 
conscicus workers of the left or right. Becmm. 
without apparent acdweree effect, he told the ty 
P.Q. cramci] members a few sentences later Wb 
avoid falling into the trap of boing ‘talserw 
rather then ‘'‘doers."' In leftist jargon ‘taping 
means doing nothing. while bjind political ata 
ia the ultimate in correc tess. 


He said future relatigns between the P.Q. maid Us 
government are in ‘a delicate state," but @ (tk 
other hand the party must not ‘dictate te aw 


in which the administration will act,” sine 
elected mebers mst represent ‘all the 2g 
and oot Just the party.” dmen. 

The misled aumbers of the P.Q., and cam follo 


wing Maoists, Trotskyists, NUP'ers and Umer 
cists, teke mute. All these false fronts av 
variations fn the tume (‘be workery are emected 
to dance to — capitaliam as woual. The biiad 


alley lcady te dj9il)ustonment and deepair. 
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fee (olicwing Sapenle dbealrigtivn of eohias 

vas pattion that swanteemford tlm Vict nyeeifat Mies 

qua agye ont in VAIG SOME UALL ee, iveknewd by 
gall grag of Mestaliste tn thet camry "4 
wus OF riginally pub } td! rbor the tat le, no 
Richt Tr Vacft, The Cravele tp Ohana, Thiw fag 

Hat Crarslaticn mewele th capltaliat retonadet 
nature of al) Deewtiah Part les 


rime 


The Swedish Election 


THE MISKATIS 
and other tas 


Tass - and ewqescially  @atyinal tues © af ine 
of (te oantrel questicee tn Che prapyanta of ts 
inderstee 


Inyh Maninal taws rat uw maw incren@se, “aise 
price a eers and leade to xtugneter! pridistion 
and increased unemicyramt, thoy ange in Uvpiir 
propaganda, pamphlet, “Strmight Ansmers frum the 
Mode rut ove 


) ths other Rand low maryinal tame would lead 
to real wage increas lover priie increass (or 
nope at all), increesed production awa revbawd 
wamployment. That is shat the Mwkeratim asyur 


AJ] this ia nonsenee. Taxes are nut, oever have 
bess and never will be toe workers’ problem. Tar 
policies are abuut wshich erection of the dapiial- 
itt claga who whall pay for the uwikwep of Its om 


(Coma rvat lye Party) . Amryinal - 


Sate machinery. 

la the end 1¢ te the capitalist class that pays 
alitase. Even eben it ssom as if worker do 
mg taxea. @.g. in fhe form of innge tax, the 
cost falle op tbe capital ints. 


fe Priedrith Engele wrote to 1872. hat tho wr- 
kets pay in tame, ig in the ond, ineluded in the 
cost of prxtuctng labour puser and mist therefure 


te omgancated by the capitalist’ (Toe Hnuming 
Questiun. ) 

The Moderates tuo know this, after all. Lomered 
myinal taee mal) give th: wag camers " 


wal incrvage in their buying pow r with eer 
vases than otherenae...” (our italics), 
tie say tn their St ruight Answers. Exactly: 


womer wage increases than otherwinm. 


Qe nly has to louk back in tim t) see ke 
false their arguments are. Not very lung ago both 
Uteal texee and maryinal taxes were much icer 
then dap. Was the workers rea) wages high thre? 
Und prices not rige? Did capitalinm nox go 
gs ite pertudica) criwen with stagnated or 

vling groductian and incrvased unenpliyent? 


FLLCRUN 


\ purer get Your - WESTERN 
SOCIALIST  SOCLALIST SEANDARD at: 
A KBovks fhe Norda 
1 an ant & $40 &. Waeetiaw s 
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Of «cvaisfeae: it QA, The Mechics(s@ ae pen iy fmm 
core cf caypitoliap — end thewitebly it degiie tty 
ic Gale ntipid eel badly Pounchd Qattaew he vare 
A wyatem Ue ecew (lame OMpiial le id mo 
thee can'= Ge dafeeded with Lait wreeias 


THK OWTFR PAPIN - Dramntralisatize? 


Thr (ynter Party ie the biggee’ of thy eqer,', 
ca@pitelint parties la Dade owl (GQ ‘ter v- 
tralizatian’ tosy hoe ts sie coplraiimp ¢@ 
humane: cryactegn fur oyu 


Acourding to tas Gater Vlarty it te “Mee eucse) 
dkKewratts gayiumeet’a policy of caatresjsation 
thet cmmes erst of todays prubuew  Thragh dn. 
cauntra) Laation cw the other hard 


Political and Gemmme pros wil) be epreed an: 
ALL will get the right to eurk. Bemlity oil) be 
cresai-d. But oetfber a omnt rulised eur a dr-ma- 
traliaed capitalian is ip Ue tater o/ the 
working Clam. “Right (a werk’ tf 2 persgidress 
of “right to agloyest and the wry spre 67 
wagon Jabour preciudes any euch right Lassa 
pamr le cought a8 geld an Me as pre! = prop 
pecta arm guod and is aut biugitt wen (wy ‘we 
to be youd. 


Too bying it are tbe capitalist ches ond 
those: welling it are ‘be working clase. [t ts in 
thin tesic inequality that cagitalias le Dased, 
iy Class uma tbe eran uf living aed another 
des not. This dasic lua ality atew parc Lue 
equality within other fields of eucsety. 


Deosvitraiiseation® la in fect a reflecticn Of | ip 
intereets uf the wmlil capitalie(s @@ against tae 
tig onns. But the working clasp hee oy Uiterupt 
tn takisg eidme beim different wecticone of the 
rapitalieat class. 


It tg not trus that “osptral ination” wm camped by 
governmnat puliele. A gnrnvcmmet as wri for 
or againn! cesirpiizetion - bat il “ant revere 
the tried turds ceatradization stack is bullt 
IMO capital. 


Capitajian tg & cumdity eoctety. Mey <apita- 
tate compete aban « limited ante. The vionew 
ia thie competition are (how: promi of epost - 
Big capitals praodscing with toe wer wtem and 
efficient productive mtbods beat uml ler utes - 


Contralizetion ethia other ftialde of euclery 
e.g. politics ~ are a reflertiug 6d eosstquanGs 


Aa ae ae — — 
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of this cconamic centralization. The Center Party 
can d> nothing to stop it. 


THE PEOPLES PARTY (Liberal): No freedam 


“Social refonmms without socialism’ ig the main 
aglogan used by the Liberal Party in this election. 
‘Without socialism’ was not necessary because the 
social refonms preclude socialism. 


Reforms are capitaliam's adaption to evanamc 
development. They are not introduced because of 
wenera] humanitarian reasons burt for practical 
unes. But there are differences between political 
parties as to what isa practical. 


Rhen the Libera] Party says, ‘‘without socialism’ 
they mean without extensive state interference 
and state control. The disunity between them and 
the social democrats is only a disunity about 
what is best for capita) ism. 


Tbe Liberal Party pictures itself as a party of 
freedom. But their ‘freedom’ is only the freedam 
to buy and sell, with day care centres. in order 
that both parents shall be able to waye labour - 
“freedan’ for men and women to wage labour m 
equal terms - and the freedom of the capitalists 
to exploit the workers. 


The ''freedom'' of the Liberal Party is a {reedam 
within the general non freedom of capitulism. 
Real freedom can com first when the means of 
production are the common property of the whole 
of society and each man, woman and child has free 
access to the proceeds of production. 


THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS - What security? 


Don't vote away your security’ is a social 
Gumocratic slogan in this electian campaign. The 
security they are talking about is the ‘security’ 


we have today: to work eight hours a day for the 
minority that owns the means of production (they 
cal] it right to work) and be able to get unem- 


ployment pay when you have become unanployed, the 
security to live on a Deugre pension when you 
have be.cume too old or worm out to be profitable 
any langer, to get a rent subsidy when your rent 
is too high for your low wage etc. 


This ''security’” 18 a result of social reforms and 
there is nothing especially social democratic 
about it. Similar reforms have been passed by 
most developed capitalist cmmtries and the 
reason for theve is that they correspund to the 
needs of a developed capitalism. 


Many reforms are intended to keep down the wages 
bill for the capitalists; they are there instead 
of wages, not as an addition to them. Why shall, 
for €xamle, the capitalist pay wages to workers 
without children corresponding to the cost far a 
whole family, when he can pay children allowances 
thruugh the state to a selection and keep wages 
down in this way? 


Other reforms, @.g. 
have similar purposes. 


in the field of educatian. 
A modem capitalism can't 


function with an illiterate working class: 4 
needs educated and specialised workers. 


The social democrats often picture thamec) ves &% 
the party of social reform par excellence. [t 
therefore somewhat ironic that jn thia electia 
campaign they blame tbe other parties for wanting 
too many reforms. The “extravagancy’ of Up 
bourgeois" parties will bring about an econo: 
caltastromie they say: increased deficit in & 
balance of paymants, increased fureign debts, . 
“hot'' wage bargaining period later this autumn. 


But the econamy they are talking about is capi. 
talism and the deficit in the balance of payments 
is the capitalists’ It ig not the vorkers, bt 
the capitalists who get foreign debts. It is not 
the workers who import and export: they e)) 
their labour power. 


Whether the social democrats remain in goverment 
or are changed for an openly capitalist goven- 
ment, capitalism will remain and with it the : 
thuusands of problems that it creates. 


LEFT PARTY OOMMANISTS (VPK) 


The Left Party Cammmists are ''the party of 6oci- 
aliam in Sweden"’, they say in their Flectiq Me- 
ifesto. This ia of course not true. VPK is me 
of gaeveral parties standing for state capitalia. 


VPK used to be the direct voice of the Soviet 
Union in Sweden. Today, at the same time as they 
still claim there is ‘socialiam' in Rusela, they 
prefer not to talk about the Soviet Unign and ca 
somet umes even criticlae certain aspects of tha! 
count ry. 


Today VPK stresses that their ''socialiam'’ (state 
capitalism) will be a very special Swediab vari- 
ety of "socilaliam.' The wage slaves in ‘Svediat 
Socialism’ will, for example, be allusd tu 
organise in trade unions and use the strikes mi 


weapon in the wage struggle. 


This shows how little VPK understands sccislis ' 
There will be no trade unions in a sxialist 
society - not because they are banned (pr turmnad 
into state organs) as in the Soviet Uniqs, t& 
because the need for trade unions disappears whee 
the wages system is abolished. 


For VPK the road to state capitaliam goes overs 
long list of social reforms. They are either 
carefully worked out to suit the needs cf prasnot 
day capitalism or are quite impossible to realim 
- and in socialism they would have 00 mang 
whatsoever. 


Vague formilationg fill their prograr: “a effec 
tive price stop", "justioe for pensiumery’, “a 
just taxation policy" and a whole list of patia- 
altsations: private timber companies, )runwrks. 
shipyards and private business banks. 


"Justice" is what all political parties claim to 
stand for and it will eatill not be achevwd 
through wage labour for the state. 
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COMMENIST PARTY 

Swe Ch sun ist — 
age ncy Tre anly COSC ant fact 
) SKP is that it f changers 
io the Chinese dumstic and foxingy pallies - and 
that policy {gs the policy of the Chines» capifa- 


tor in the 


pe 
A; 
jz 
sat 
i 


is a conflict between on the une hand 

the Lge hand USA and Soviet Unian. 
against the super posers” be- 
cmss one of the most important question for QD 


£ now led them back to the positian of 
Ser capital) Class of defending ‘Nna- 
vl depends I even gone so far 


G5 doe 
talists. 


not belung 

Nations 
2 place in social- 
Z nN be wediah : talinmy' bDecampe 
a large v: P the ail ag Pp )=6pproduction for 
e barders of the country. 
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CF - COMANIST WORKEF 


" LEAGUE 
thts electicn. 


trugy)s is a kind of mt aphysical 
wipe’ aid capitalism can be mud to 
my tl fore tg to ita um nature. 
hall f exnagple give Quaranteed and 
: al wag An effective price gtap; 
iributian of all. available work through a 
tening of working hours without a 


tee amallest part i in 


ane of 


fhnands anything that transcends the 


- and capital realisation - the very 


> capitaliam turns. All their 


. t the cunfusion as to the basic nature 
yital 

Re LAF nts a price stop, together with in- 
aand wagh they overlook the fact that wages 

we alan pria the price of labour puser. Price 


po EO VS 


¢ LORE g { nil 


Spe there is 


on 
@ 


Me are never effective under capitalism and 
vuaranteed - and in socialiam there 
Loe on ther @ price por @ wages system. Un- 
wilt in capitaliam and no amant 
or es can make it work in any 


her = What is available exploymnt is de 
@d by pruduct ion ~ and market conditions in 
Dllaliam - in boums there is plenty of it, iw 


little. 


KAF mentions the possibility of a gociety 
GQut wages, prices. profits and money - 
“laligm. Avote for KAF can aly lead to 
“\aued confusion and disappointunment. 
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The Trade Union 


In thie and other ~xamtries, =tatveemts hare tera 
amde by our politica! GQgymnts to th affect 
that the Sovctailet Party, ‘gnorisg ‘be m-aneity 
for «scmomic ection. amontrates sile)y «0 
political action. YSothing weld t& further frum 
tbe truth. 


There are ‘ww phemes of the class olriggie eco- 
mec acd politica). Qm the eromremos, or indm- 
trial, field th» sorhers are cargepinaed in Trade 
Unions to cuable thet to onl lestivwly remtat the 
attado of the mster cis upon Lhoir sagen and 
working ccaditims. The exiatemoe of chee lealiuns 
have been. and etil] are. vitally nrceseary, 
though, ao matter bow strwauns their effortea he 
the conditian of the working -lase tends to steer 
dily grow worse. The pommenmion 3 te gag of 
production by Une master class places an enowim 
advantage on their side. When a strike is 
declared. (thr eoner:, mur ofte than sot. are 
etarvd into méimisaion i forosi tack oo (he 


ompers' tenms. The struggle ls very umequa!l. 


Numerous well-meaning iodividimls advocate the 
arganiuzation of all sorkers into awe big .fiin on 
the industrial field m the means of successful ly 
combating the onslaughts of Capital. aad of esau 
ring for tbe working clas: a much higher at andard 
of living. Rt wald it? 


We will not have advanced far m ‘tne road to in- 
Guetria) wilty unless we ave that the ast we ca 
do under these comdfitionn is to reuist eaftecks ow 
Our alreaty poor stamdar! of living. The Past is 
forgotten tha! education mast precede argeuine-— 
tim, not follow it. Formal sumity te Use lees 
Wen the wrkiog class so suf fictamtiy {a- 
telligent to organise, am lines. (ttey witli 
aleo realise the futility . rs Pept img eetuly the 
effects of capitalinn, they wiil wgenise to abu 
liah the ehtle rotten ayatere altogether. But 
that dows not mean that the working <class afd 
abendun the struggle eas fipelas sand Un mp 
apalhetic. Far frox it. 


At thia stage we cent do better thm qeo‘*e the 
historic words uged by Kurl Warz, ehee in 1hGS bo 
adiitressed the Gorrai Intemational imgras of 
Workingme-n if ccmumection with (=iu samp exhjeoct 
‘Wich being thn tendency of Chiags if “Pia sye- 
tem, ia this maging Ubet the eutikiog clams camgh: 
to reouuncr tbeiP res istapoe ageinkt fhe encroach- 
gente of capita) end abandon their attests aah ing 
the best af the cocasiunal cheacas fur their tem 
porary imporement? If they did, ‘hey wuu.d Be 
Gegradsxi to ome jews) mas of Om The 
pawt salvatics . AC the sam tim. ad quite 
apart from the gmere) servitude ineiend in the 
wages aystam, (he wort‘ng class 2h oot tn ax 
aggerate to themecivwa bse alt.s'’e working of 
these es? otriggles. They agit ace to far- 
get that th are figiting with effect. Mn sot 
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pre, OF6 0 Tar orxelumiverly tahoe so fares dts O trees can 
pvr stad) Le. Mir rida Ciesla  lleveceesesst ly apr ite bas 
utp) frean (he Treevepe ising  enmomclueriyt Of « tags t 
Cad (10 CDatesiggerom cof Che: mm tke-t hey foo tayeber 
ataul (at, With al) the miews ems It Liqncvon Upp et 
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Chiewn, tha: PINeweenNt xyritem % imal Leuies aan ly O81 Cathe e're 
(te: GQuafetiai COmwlit pear agrel 4-ia rom 6 Ea. @y 
sopes'y FON MR Ole aicanle al macmost ruction of woeclet 


} neytecuad Of the: awerval lve nat tu, 

wage for a fultr day orks", 
thoes Co Cheeta tesa Pheer re 
a VARQLATION OF NU WAGQ 


The Se taliet Party 
of the working cla 


Wey cought In 
yJut itcmary Wiha t cd 


thee Qundition 


imu awing, that 
CI les Det learned to 


cannot 


any 
appreetable extent by means of Trade Unlon uac:- 
tion, mach lesa can we Pree curse )ve fram ¢x- 


ploftetion, Pointe cut that the anly way out of 
the moraae® lies in the: taking over of the mecht- 
nery of pratvetion and distribution by the wor- 


king class 9) rowing for the ocmms  yood. 
And since the tmehines of production and distri- 
bution ure protectod by the working lus; und 


Visiting Speaker 


Qccasionally the Socialist Party of Canada is 
furtunate in having a touring speaker from its 
Companion Party, the Socialist Party of Great 
Britain. Being a larger organization than th; 
Canadian perty the SPGB has more able writers and 
wpeukers. This in addition to the navelty aspect 
the capitalist media attaches to visitors fram 
another continent or the other side of the world 
enubie the SPC tu use thwe visitors to spread 
Socialist ideas more widely than usual visa radio, 
TV. in newspapers and through the holding of in- 
Quor met ings. 


Toe first of these viaitors was Jim D'Arcy in 
1888. He spoke at indoor mectings in Winnipeg, 
Victoria and at two meetings in Vancouvwr. The 
firet of cbese, in the formr Moose Hall was 
probeabiy the targvet indoor meting the Party has 
ever had. During thie meeting, the Trotskyist 
wing of the OCF was severely mauled. Tos: @-oond 
ci~-ting wan held in the Stanley Park OCF Club hall 


an Ruotaon atreet, at which the Trots were plan- 
Ning to exe! revenge by not allomng Comrad 


D'Arcy a retattal to their arsumnta — in true 
teileieevik etyle. Their ploy did not iom: off and 
the; wre uwmerabdly dGemulirahed. 


Next dans: the Late Gilbert MelLatchie. or “'Gi lm” 


on bat mygerd his articles in the “Soctal St an - 
dart’ fur nalt @ cemtuPy. Gilmew's fimet visit 


Wes inktrumutal We. getting Victreia 


lanal rage 


VTE) ee wn imy mirilacos ful by Mera: 1a) on 
cds jel wa first yauin cxmt rol of Wetess unite 


“min fesitileal panes Wer orgasim 
bPurty with tae cb set of pres 


Wal runt t 
in th- Sam iad iet 


giatdng See iiah tiwn, in order thut wWhtn the om jority 
ag res with us we spy saul Gileputin ty Pariig 
prevsot, Pua’ a Veen eleeied on «a Soctasint pletfis 
mid baviny & mandate for Srctal lea. 

lewigg thee Oevcuresily Of Trade Unig 


Teil 
eX} (AIF meetwer: 
tinh Nt rugale, 
Inte thelr mespective 


Seusict: thetir Trede Unies 
aid we adivise the w7ken 
unicos, end ansis 


carr ‘Ai 
Len Ye df 


in tl wryday stmumle mngguinst Che ever gree 
email andi tor Of the working class existino. 


cticm will afeyguard our Sage at 
| to a deyre, but it ia only a Ur 
field that we can finally free co- 
welves fram exploitation and bring into being a 
system of wocitety where goods will be produc 
for the ougmm une and not for the profit of Us 
few —- the Socialist Commmvwealtb. 


Industrial 
owdit 10a 
pobitical 


Harry Young at University of Victor | 


Gt imac Jourmeyed here aga) in 196i oSiring m- 
be puke 10 tip! 3 weial ‘eww, ween Gee 


rua extoestesd. Yn asidi t ion 
ranged for him un Vanouwwer | 
A)taerm Ths: Offorts wt 

Clmmilcam too tte Marty's 


MQcre tie 57 varieties ; 


and at Nenais’ 
ewe: Cop uae 
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meclings ST el 
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wre? 
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SNC pues = cl igaty | 
Pretender to Sele 


: 


IULLIEM 


: | Nos:, ae 
[An oad ord 


3 saysce {ros 
the ST") oe) 09 q d North: Ap-rice, 
De é kind of mtivity fee 
ass ‘ weoes( in Cateadea sag 
> .WU ‘er oa ane activiete is 
ue fart cad , ie = tour tha 
ary! ‘A larry ‘6 Sidiachca ee are 
qua of t th t pert of hia achlt life 
wee zane ¢ | Remty-F of th. eeorive 
of tha- Y I Youth eweretariat of the 
(an $7 He had Oren national organizer 
af th agi Com t ‘eeggue of Great Britain 
w to ah 1 became enquainted with mut 
of ite pivestin Bic iit, including Stalin. 
Troteky, fHrikhez ind /incwwiev, and was presst 
at Len in . meting. He was ea felluw atudent 
if Ho Chi | ne Lynam esports club. At the 
tim of T sisiun, Oteillustcnment wag 
get ling rv unt back to Fnygland. To 
ums bis g ato-Diavgraphy in the 
fren tt N = War sturted, Harry 
Pollitz d ) and see hin, Bald | 
projweceu “te pate? as .nterpreter to 
the Britis attaliom of thy Internationa) 
Br { ade aaned uD mE , thar all those in 
Opposit ian @'s Central Comm ttee wre 
being d to Sparco. ike = bosum pal 
Wally ~ wee ahot in Galicia. It was 
to be wecution. This was the end. 
Here wae Harry a bit of living hietory sho 


oot on | fi) hand the fatlure of Lenin’a 
LT Os Soc) a] 1am /Commun iam fran 


ovr upun | oun—Socialist, illiterate 
premanta, eh nad later cum to the imamledge 
hum to a cialiste that thia ocuntradicts 
Murn':; Me jist) =Conasption of Hiatory which 
TEC} wien { octal m can only cume wbout shen 
the mailer mditians mmie it pomnible. i.e. a 
(nas Ox ‘ prity working class in candl- 
(las of dustrial capitaliem and the 
Preach 1 hoped that Harry's historical 
Qapect ian stimulate more interest from 
@e ben "rs ‘han they did. Nevertheless, 
@en line red: hoes Oowere = urranged for hun at 
Vietijeg, Eom and Vancouver, as well as a TV 
istery 1 ow : stter city. A TV interview was 
-ilmed io ' ria, but scrapped by the station. 
dgeries of five 15 mowute radio intervicus wr 
ped and aired for five days un Victoria's amily 
® station 
Victoria door veetings were arranged with 

«ans, Comunity College, University of Victoria, 
fequimalt High Schr), Victoria Labor Couneil and 


a Met lig wae spcneored by Victuria Local af Dr 
fart; du lpdoor awating was arranged al Vancu- 
r Cmamnity Co) lege (maid to be tbe Ulggest apd 
fet of the tour). Ta other university apetings 
an arranged at ‘the University of Winnipeg and 
Suis Unis ity tn Lemnumille, Qusbec. meam- 


— Pag » 


paper inlet lem awre cM ained C1@ "a datiles . 

@ woeh.y aad & ’Pi-weehiy, Uni Cri -<oely (8 4 

being pubis. A hraet ai partiy§ lasiwuret~ 
fasrt wea printed ip the Univerity of yrteoria f 
etudest peer ms th epecing them. 


The SPC'a attagn af educating Ge arking iam 
abvit ty [the ethod cf newpaper reporte of 
apelings OF lAlerviews with « epamer are {raat 
mith botS appusiticon from tae capita iet gre 
autud prews and a gmeral ignurmos of &.«:)0, 1m. 
Aur inatanov, cm report called tee Marziom cf 
the SA a ‘Drand’ of Marxian, bet aoe meerly (ac- 
tum! io egeaying thar this — 


. @DVisione a geacefu, traneformm’: 2 of a 
Cietion and teechss that terrovias is antrery 
to Marxian ideology. 


The same peper defined Russi society w Rw- 
Sien atyle ocmmnisn, ef thom his me a fa°t 
while Harry's description of it berw stele a- 
pitaliam’ was presented as bring 2 aere pruna) 
Opinion. The caption to ea phowof! Harry wa 
Steve (Steve did a great jub in arranging (raw! 
and meetiog details) wes a factual quote — 


The qoly wap Soctalian wil) be estab: ished 18 
when the majority undenstasds it. You can't 
force people. 


A daily paper misquoted Harry as being a | purist” 
then said factually, 


lie believes the oily salvation for the worid 
is a classless. wagrices, mxeyleew society. 
That's what Marx espawed. Wothing less 
will do. 


Of course, those workers aho cal) themelws ‘So- 
Cialist’ but sho do aot advocate the abvi~ me 
are pot immure Socialists They are act Social- 
iste at all. 


Another daily titled ite report factually: “lap 
munian yes, Gms no," and accurately quoted Harry 
a6 saying It (Socialiar) can only cam by major 
ity understanding.” and elaborated: 


However iotellignot the leaders my he oer 
devoted the revolutionaries amy be. @ocia - 
cannot be iqomed cn the majority by ‘hs 
mpority. 


It then, onntradicted this idee by calling Barry 
the “head” of the Sacialiat Party of Great Bri‘- 
ain. Harry sent a reply denying he oa a heed uc 
leader, eaying his party waa demoorefic with & 
c)ame-comecious e@m@aheranip thet had 00 eeed of 
leeders to tell tham eherew to go. Mia letter was 
apparent ly act pub/ tehed. 


The following titles wre wed & mat ingd 
There [agin Bact Prong, Tho Tragedy of Triaby. 
Dictaturehip ot Damcracy?. md Ry 1 belt toe 
Crweamnist Party 


It is Buped ‘(hat this type of belpful activity 
from the Gepeim Party in Brita Snee by 
Darcy and Gilenc end re-mergized ty Yom oi 
Boes wil) be com iomed in the Suture. 
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noon with 
mily to reject i¢ with their heads 


The God That Failed 


is mast alten wonder why St 
’ rrhers exhibit such strange ortial 
Di saeir a Ix: Chey gravitate tu the “Corm:- 
pint Marte because they are dorenjped or (& 
a cuuracteristic lIafected from th» Party? 
; haps the alaisre deqrania ugem the indi 
tat We answer can be fuund in the = tes- 
CLmwly th: writers in THE GD THAT FAIUD 
‘oun wo Boalds, edited by Richard Cruasmun. ) 


arther Roestler probdebly beet cunveysr bue the 
pement= |” Party braiqwarshos its van members 
‘> ‘reget i¢diveness of dictiaqn, the catech- 
:n VeSchnique Of aping a retorical questiwm 
wal myeating the ful] quention tn Uh answer 
Tea: hours of this dialectical tumtom and 
| Giih't know whether you were a buy oF a 
rt. and you wre read to believe either as 
wan a the rejected altemative apared in 
inverted curmms. You were also ready to 
belicw: that Soctaliste wre: (a) your main 
enemies. (bv) your natural allies: That socia- 
List wd capitaliat ommtries: (a) could live 
peacefully side by side, and (b) could not 
iive peacefully side by side; and when Engels 
had written that Socialigm in One Oomtry was 
lagsesible, ne had mant the exact opposite." 
Vea further ieamed to prow by the opthod of 
Muain-—deduction, that any®ody who disagreed 
with you wae an agent of Fasciam, because (a) 
by hin disagresing with yguur Iine he endange- 
red umity of Ube Party: (b) by endangering 
the unity of the Party he improved” the 
Chanoes of a Fascist victory; henoe (c) he 
ected as an unt of Fasciam even if sub- 
ject ively he bappensd to have his kideys 
smmsiesd (0 a puip by the Famcists in Dachau. 
Co-neral ly speak ing words like ‘agent of, 
“Desocracy,' ‘Freedan, ' 
quite different in Party usuage frm what 
they meant in gamerea) usuage: and as further- 
more;, even their Party meaning changed .. 
like the crauquet game of the Queen of Hearts 
in which the howpe myxed about the field and 
the bulis were live bedgehogs.” Koestler re- 
lates how writers who reported favorably upun 
tm Soviet Union ware paid thousends of roub- 
lee over and cver, from city to city, far the 
rigntea to the sam mediocre short story and 
repeated advances on the same book, that may 
or may out some day be eritten, and then my 
og may oot be published could run into a 
em: ! fortame of 40 to & thousand roubles. 
Thix was at a t-ime whon the average Pumlan 
ews oarning ubout 130 roubles a month and 
go ime were literally starving to death. 


to this day, will cond@mm these 


Cunmm1sta 


etc. meant sumething 


writers as “Fascist infiltrators,’ 
revisianiats. “turnooate,’* or som other 
wich Bolshi cb fanucen. But as each of these 
Noteworthy writers troop. through thelr aad- 
dened testimumny a clear genuineness of can- 
cer for mankind can be detected - a kind of 
enulneness that cannot be faked, It 18 5ad 
to withers the great hopes and faith io the 
Soviet Unian ultimately crushed in disi)lu- 
eiaonmnt in cach and every one of them. But 
the disiliusitunmont was caused, not as Koest- 
ler alleges because ''... a polluted civiliza- 
thon pollutes its own revolutionary offspring 

but because they allowed themselves 
to be illusioned in the first place. 
They entered the field not as scientific su 
cialists but a» religious followers. As such 
they wore casy victims to the numerous Bol- 
shev ik fallacies - that a democratic society 
can be achivved by undemocratic mpans; that 
dictatorship can be in the interests of the 
working class; that a society can com about 
before its necessary material foundation bas 
came into existenoe; and all the consequent 
subterfuges and treacheries against the work- 
ing class. Thre buaok will no doubt be perver- 
ted by som as 'proof' that attempts at soci- 
alism will always fail. But the failure arose 
not because tou many bad couks made bad soup. 
There were plenty of bad cuoks, of course, 
but, in any event, the ecarcity of materials 
to put into the pot could have made little 
differvnce in the result. The Nobel Priz- 
winner, Andre Gide, coms close to a matcria- 
list woderstanding, "I blame thy» Soviet Onion 
not for having failed to achieve more - I se 
now that nothing better could have been ac 
cump)iebed in that tim the country had star- 
ted frum too low - what I complain of ta the 
extent of their bluff ..."’ Gide alse blames 
the world 'Commntst" parties for lying and 
duping the workers. But, like the others be 
fails tu see the source of his own failure. 
He recognizes that Russia has” established 
capitaliam (Gide erroneously says reestabli- 
shed) but in spite of his earlier statement 
he dowun't seem to knuw why. He considers it 
and ‘'bunest revolution" that foundered m 
“treacherous quicksand’. How a revolution of 
mindiesaly religious followers led by trea- 
chervus liars and murderers can be considered 
honest, Gide fails to say. He also failed to 
learn that the failure did not urise fro 
Chousing “poor'' guas but fram choosing guds 
at all. Freedum cannot ar{se frm enslaving 
ones mind to leaders but only frun a majority 
knowing what freedom ts and the kniwledge and 
determination to get it. 
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French Communist Party and the Dictatorship 


of the Proletariat 


‘The dictatorship of the proletariat’, which is 
gi ascure phrase attributed to Maury which war 
discussed so widely in the press and «cm the tele- 
vision at the time of the 2md Congres of toe 
RY in February and which the FCP plans to nfove 
frm its statute. It was indeed a phrase ised by 
Marx but never with the meaning th FP has gen 
it. Marx always insisted that Socialism oad 
uly be established by political actiar; in other 
rds, that in order to establish Socin!iat tne 
srking ciass should gain control of the machinm- 
ry of government and use it to force the capifal- 
ist class to give up its ocumership of the mans 
of production. In his private letters and note 
Marx surtumes referred to this use of political 
power by the working Class to abolish capitalism 
w the ‘dictatorship of the proletariat” 


Tre two words were introduced into modem 
pliiical terninology at the time cf tne French 
Raviulion, thy Jeaders and thinkers of ahich a- 
ar! Uvaneulves: on the Ancieot Homan Ropublic. 
The ccubins were in favour of a "d:ctatorship’ 
by a mioority of revolutiocaries to crush tbe 
resistance of the nobility. The term proletarian 
caw into use to describe ordinary people. poor 
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la spite of same of the ideological shortcomings 
of the writers this book is a valuabse «ansule of 
history of a vrief period in the Soviet Union 
wrid “Cammunist"’ parties, and Europe during the 
depressian and the rise of Hitler. It is another 
Ty valid indictmynt against the so-ca) led Cm 
moist Partues. In se diverting and disil lisicn- 
> many "new society hopefuls they have pro 


ven themes-lves the greatest enemes of the work- 
class and, ironically enough, an intellectual 
wb ling 


ock gerving only to prolong the cupi- 
list system. But it is net sufficient for so 
¥ to merely criticize their enemies. They 
4 ocontunuously louk for positive direc- 
OS All these writers were revulsed by toe 
dy . ion of capitalism and wantcd sumthing 
fferml. They were, in part at least, pctenti- 
oJutionary socialists. Perhaps their Idra- 
and religious fervor was too much an dsta- 
4 to make them receptive to scientific suoria- 
list approach, but if just une of them could have 
i their ideulism tempered with accialist knue- 
id ne would have made a valuable assct to the 
iment. However, the conditions of capitalism 
hat wo revulmad these writers still exists. Ite 
411 agin mushroun forth such peuple. Mhen 
% Qolallsts should be doting everything 

4 Can to ectucate them the rest of the way. 
larry Ticker 


a 


however, used the wor! pmiletartal in @ 


more ereciye fashion no’ tu cea just poor jsuple 
manerea!iy out only thoaw sho wrked fo: wages 
i.e. the working clam. The “dictatorship of the 
proletarist was ths for hig, the emrriae of 
political poumer Dy the working <lase. Thiag iherx 
equated with a complete political cGeametracy in 
which the working clas — (tae majority in 
capitalist society — would rule. Hig refcrences 
to th ‘dictatomip of the piwletariat’ a1] shor 
that he understood it to De tbe exercise of 


political pomer by the woraing class within a 
democratic fremework. 


The 5.P.C. and the Companion Parties bhuve never 
uyed that phrase in everyday propaganda. Not be- 
cause Soctalists do not agree with Max tha: cha 
@aurking clasps should take democratic polit:cai 
auction to establish Socialism, but becate:: “he 


phrase 1s -becure and meieading. The. Cam ani) 


Parties always prefer to express Lhe sam comornt 
by phraxes like "the capture of political pier’ 
and ‘the conquest of powers of @nemrnt’ which 
are more easily understandable. 


In speaking of the “dictatonsbip of the proleta- 
riat'' rather than simply of a ‘revoluttunary dic- 
vatorehip’, Marx made a draisive break with tle 
Jacodin tradition. The ide-r of “dictaturshiy’ 
was given a democratic content since the plenary 
political puwer it implied was to be exerciend by 


the majority class in society and nc by sum 
revolutionary minority. 


By the tum of the 20th anntury Jacobin ideas had 
aimost diced cut in France but wre enjoying a re- 
vival] in Ruse.a. Lenin was in favour of rhe Ruan- 
Sian Social Democrats being orpat:sed as a ‘War- 
guard party’ whose task would bo to head werkers, 
peayants and vuporesnAixd nattopalities of Russi 
against tbe Tsarist regime. The Bularhevik mrvo- 
lution of i9)7 was carried out in jut thin way - 
and resulted in the estabjishrent, not of Marx's 
‘dictatorship of the proletariat’ but, in the: 


revolutionary dictatorship of the Bolabevik Party. 


Stnoe the econumic and political cxnditions cf 
Russia did not penmt the estidlishmmt of sux in- 
lism the Bolaheviks had ro choice but to dew !op 
capitalism in Husyia (lanmerly inthe fon of 
State capitalism’, a Lenin binge)! deecribe-? 
ity But since capitaliam ccapnot be mun in the 
interests of the working class, the Nolshevik 
dictatorship soon becam a dictatorship not just 
acainst the mobility, the capitalists and richer 
Peusants but ai@o a dictatorship over “he working 
class. Une trade unicn: wire takeu aur by (ie 
government: striker were Danned: proteats wire 
suppreseed aod pruotesturs arnt to labour cape 


Unfortunatciy, ths was not evident to a geet. 
of the war-weary and discor:ente@ working clam 
of Western Europe To them, Ruaes:a wan ehal tt 
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proclaimeu itaeif: a/‘Wworkers republic’ whlch 
showed the say for the workers of other castries. 
The Bclebevik govermmot 4xpivited this sympathy 
to lit the Social Democratic Parties in the 
West and set uw ‘Qreammist parties hased om 
Bo lahevik ideology. 


In Francs, in 1920, amajcrity of the dplegatas 
tc the Social Demoerats'’ Commess at Tours wed 
to go over to Bolshevism and set up the Partt 
Cwenmniste Francais The new FCP was cumzit%ed 
to Bolshevik idenicgy, including the idea that 
it, es the alleged “vanguard of the working 
Class." would exercis a revoluticnary dictator- 
ship. By a strange irony of history, the Jacobin 
idpa of minority dictatomhip, which had been 
rejected by Marx and wiich had almat ded out in 
Pranct:, was reintroduced there by way of buckward 
Russia. This time, however, it was called the 
“dictatorship of the proletariat." It was with 
thie Jaccbin, Leninist sense that the phrase was 
introduced into the statute of the FCP. 


The FC? haw changed since 1920 in that 1t now no 
longer believes in arwea insurrecticqm as the way’ 
to power (which never wah a practical proposition 
anyway) and hay instead retumed to the gradual- 
ist refonmam of Sucial Democracy. This change 
dates frum the middle 1900's when, on ordre from 
Mace (following the signing of the 1935 Franco- 
soviet [Tefense Pact), the AY decided to beat the 
patriotic drum. The enemy was nu longer sm as 
the capitalist class as such but eas a umal! mino— 
rity of anti-patrictic, pro-fascist politicians 
and capitalists against wm the people of France 
should wiite. The present strategy of the FU? is 
@ variation on thie them, with the ‘‘big munupo- 
lies’ as the enemy to be tsolated. 


According to current FCP ideology, the present 
stage of cupitalinm is “state monapolist capital- 
ism’ Where political pwer ie in the hands of a 
tiny minority of big munopolists. The aetrategy 
of the FCP ts to try to overcom these mdavupo- 
linste by uryganisaing “Jes Classes nean-MUNopo- 
liates’ (workers, peakants, mmd) and medium 
lusinom, «tc.) intu a ‘Union du peuple de 
Srano:."’ Ae Secretary-Gmera), Georges Marchais, 
eoreenes it at the 22nd Congress in Fedruary: We 
want to unite all the living forces of the nation 


<a 
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ayainest tbe barns of big capital. WP want a 
Union of the Fruaeh People!" 
The purpise of thin putriotic Union is, first to 


limit and them, to On-ak the pwr of the mnuo- 
lies 80 op ning the way to whut Marchwa in nis 
cJosing words tou the Congress called -- in an ub- 
metiily aguinest all the internattimalist princi- 
plow af Marxian @ocialiwnm -- “Soramiliam tu the 
miore of Franc.” 


It te not diffieit to wee why a cummittmat, if 
mmily (a pager, Ta the dictatumtip of (te Gamu- 
nist Party i= an cobaresnincnt. Cla@pmeN RON- 
nigrelistes und ‘the living forces of thy: 
nation” could bever by pelinuuded to vote for xuch 
ae See the desired ant) amnopolist elector- 
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sl majority wuld never be achieved and the BP 


woula be doumd to remain a permanent oppusitia 


party let there be no mistake about it: tie 
present tactics of the FCP ‘an dictated by pur 
electoral opportunism. 


It is nut the generel policy of seeking to wp 
omtrol] of political power by demcratic mans — 
the ballot bax that socialists criticise. Tha 
18 the only practical way of estubilshing socia- 
lism in today’s Social and political condiliag. 
and has always been socialist policy (even at ths 
time the FUP was advocating armed insurrection ) 
What socialists criticise is the reformiam and 
electoral opportunism. For. 1n order to esta- 
lish xocialism, it is not sufficient that a parts 
calling itself socialist wins an electoral gajor- 
ity; what is important is that this elector) 
majority should be a majority for socialism, wn 
cm the gocialist progranme of establishing the 
oMnmn aomership and democratic control of the 
means of production. The FCP has adopted the old, 
failed Social Democratic policy of trying to win 
an electoral majority an appeals to nationale 
and promises of reforms of capitalism. 


This strategy may well be successful in the sense 
of achieving PCP Ministers in a future goverment 
but it wun't be successful in the sense of impro- 
ving the lot of the working class. For the FO 
would be participating in the government of capi- 
taliam. Elected on a non-socialist patriotic and 
reformist proygramm, a left-wing goverment is 
France would have no altemative but to contime 
with capitalism. Certainly, a few more elements 
of state capitalism (nationalisation) couldtz 
introduced, but it makes little difference to th 
working class whether their omployer is a big m- 
nopoly or an even bigger monopoly (the State.) 


Capitalism can never be run in the interest of 
the working class for the simple reason that il 
is based on their exploitation. Under capitalis 
working-class consumption has to be Iimited to 
pnwide capital for profitable investment. This 
is the case in state capitalist Russia just s 
much as in any openly capitalist country, and it 
world be tbe case in France under a jefiwhly 
government with FCP participation. As a reat, 
sqoner or later such a govermm-nt would oom 1a 
to omflict with the working class: wage demands 
wuld have to be reststed; strike actions oon- 
dramed, appeals for austerity made (the FP. of 
course, has already had experienc: of ding this 
from the period 1945-47 when it participated 18 
the government of post-war French capitalism.) 
The FUP's patriotic rhetoric could wll be useful 
here: as woll as the big monopolists. striking 
workers could be, and no doubt would be, 

a ‘Unpatriotic’ and “unti-national." 


Ths FCP ts not, and never has been, a socialist 
party, Jt was) founded was u Bolshevik vanguard 
wd head become a Social Dxunecratic refonnst 
party, but its arm haw meained unchanged! opat- 
icmal stale capilalisan not world socialism. 
Translated {rum SOCIALISME MONDIAL. No. 6. 
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in The News 

Of Paraehes and Siarvation 

iogpeais huve flogded the wuntry [rm CAG. Save 
Tos Gildren Pund and from the Unitarian “erica 
Qemtlee, beging far donaticos fur necdy people 
ip the ‘third’ world 

Not al] needy peuple are saved. as is well ka 


fras periodic reports about the Funke wy die 
directly from eatarvation around the world. Ms 
neber of deaths seem: to arcillate arwund an 
average Of a 100,000 per day, mn, wmen and 
adildren, who arc festimony to that part of the 
wrid population that fa@ surplus to the explolita- 
tivw needs of capita). 


la this vein, Dr. George Wald Himnns Pref. of 
Mology of Harvard University said om starvatian, 
'. Increasing numbers of persons have be-com not 
aly unexployed but superfluoum There ia no need 
for tham in the free market ecanxny They are 
woted neither as workers or quistinmers Toeir 
aistonce is a burden. an embarrasmeat. It wuld 
bea relief if they vanished, parints and child 
" (Tokyo speech, Aug. 2/74.) 


The fact of world capitalism's restrictions op 
fod production, determined by market drmand, 
doegp not fare these organizations. A recent 
radio ad for one of tham, the USC, went as far ux 
to use Canadian farmers’ production cutbacks of 
wheat (de-cause Of falling prices: as an actied in- 
cative for potential) doners. 


Youd pruduction under capitaliam poses no problem 
at all, when the econumic wind brings the sell 
of profits, but cnly to the extent that 


- orufits 
ary pros fing. For instance, westerm investors 


ae being invited to grab a piece of the part of 
Saudi Arabia'a $142 billion 5 year plan that is 
ty be allocated to food productiun. (Western 
Producer, April 27/76 frum the Christian Science 
Wnitor.) The Smidi's oi] based economy is going 
need more adequately fed workers to produce 
profits for their local and intematiqmai aentre- 
preneurse . In this rea@pect, the process of con- 
wrting Geeert bedouins or tribesmen into wage- 
slave creators of surplus value is conceeled as 
mcb as possible. The words of ome of the prece- 
ding orwanizations, CARE, in ite appeal wre 
qite vague. To help the destitute “... to lift 
ihunselves frum poverty and il) health to a hope- 
ful prospect for the future." (Emphasis added. ) 


Qurrent world institutions cnly feed and raise 
those children in whom there is a profitable 
future — for the owmers of the means of life of 
course Rent, interest and dividends cam frum 
unpaid labor, that surplus that workers produce 
above the oost of reproducing their energies. 
lere the words of the CARE organization wre in- 
spompriate as it included in its appeal the need 

. build eufe water svstems which help eli- 
f inate energy-sapping perasites and disesce.’ 


Agarently the two-legged, emergy-sapping pare- 


Meuntain of “Surpius’’ Sugar Beets Neer Turia. 
Alta. Nev. 1976 


aitee who ccnamme dividnndn gd rrce:w tptereal 
paymants, do not jie oumpetition from tieir in 
sect ivoruue apd viral coumterperts. Abd if tiny 
can finence these business rebadilitation prog- 
ram from the threabare pociats of the werters 
instead of deductions from Chrir cam grofite ‘thay 
bave won another peiat in the costiouous Cless 
strugxle, Oetween the two classes over diviaias 

of the wralth produced by just one of tham 


Two lacee of the N.D.P. 


Dave Barrett. B.C. NP Jeaitr vas twported to 
have said (Victoria Tuwes De. 11) that varics 
Chrintmes charities and tnatitutiuns ehould de 


abolished. He told the Maritime School of Soria! 
Borkers in Malifux chat. 


The capitalist system which aowial eormers acm 
content to work within, is tbe root of social 


prodiems because ita goal 18 acquivitian of 
gouds . 


Except for sisrepreeenting Che system's goal, bs 
made a Soctalist etatemmnt. The actual goal of 


capitalism ie accmulution of. of emansion of 
capital. 


But after blaming social) probsers cp capitalia. 
he revealed that he was ont going to be Gaught 
advocating Socialinm. He swd ‘If ocrporetions 
paid their fair share of tae, workers sould sot 
have to ‘kick io for charity. | Setalist suci- 
ety would have nothing to do wita cwrpaorations o 
tances. If all private charities eqired, and all 
Goles were peid by tke “emcutie comm) ttse of 
the capitalist clans" (the sfate) capitalias 


would remalo, wmchangsd ea iar am ite victin 
were concerned, 


Of course, thile alt of of ftoe, Mere ard his MX 
deem it nevegsary to mouth vemi-Socia:ist (dems 
accasiopaliy. When in office however, ibe ehos 
is on the other foot Not oniy do lBey prem rve 
capitaliga, but they openly say 80. 


Som imatances of this are as {01/58 Mm quoted 
{a the Victoria Tums, Nov. S8/7%, with an elac- 
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toral victory after years of struggle sind 
mth OF the MP icawr wd - 


Jei! the capitaiists they cam rm lax. 


fm the sar paper. same year Un Oe. aad, he told 
a B.C. Qiantstr of Cimmorce grap - 


{t’s Danifees a8 ime) 


furtboreore, bis attorney<enerald. Alex Ma Dmald 
gaid © Sept. 25/74, in Ube face peger - 


Sictaliam ig not ow ob pctive. 


With Barrett teing a former eucial worwr bivwe if 
be .owid be said to be ideally muted to rmunping 
cepitalins with axuwe promises of crumbs. misrep- 
reeeetes e@ Socialiom, ‘hem the omster or right 
periice. Yodeed, the CCEF/NDP ea i933 Regina Mani- 
festo la nxehing mre tran « progres of sops to 
the workers to Reop thm barely healthy enough 
and harely docile ennugh (oOo procmoe profits. Such 
agenly pro-capitalist statements. as abow, wre 
macy: fivm 2 tO 4 years ago and tbe sorters ura 
Tries are expected to be @wr’? epowgh that these 
are forguttem now and NIP mrberehip rolls arose 
Ue prwinor have been increasing. 


To owip keep the workers bewildered, som ovwer- 
cantrolled as it 


“r 
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vativw stalwarts in Che med’a, 
iu Oy ‘he cians Of capital owners, co-uperate 
with the “IP. Inetance: two days after Barrett's 


“harity gem, Robert Siddail, chairman of the 


Lnitea Way Appeal said 

Pegle can't wait fur bis (Barrett's) utopia. 
Utopia? He defined his conceptian of utopia by 
‘hallenging Barrett to com: wu with a way of 


eying for @uch a society. In other words utopia 
which Socialists @ not advocate) waid be capi- 


taligm without private charities for its victus, 


cmly the state variety. which is thy sum as the 
MP's missunception of Socialis. 


Both faom of the NDP are phony, e.g., the in 
office and the gut of office masks. As the work- 
#TR gradually undermtand more about the nature of 
Capitalian. they will reject the pulitical bed- 
tim: sturies and Senta Claus tales of the leftist 
rightiet charlatans and embark on u new era of 
extabliahing not an ingpuusible Utopia, but a 
Mrmeyv-lews, wage-lem system of — ‘from each ac- 
cording to ability, to each according to needs.” 


Dactors af the World, United for Profite 


The radio ad was exmilicit, narething like “3 bil- 
lian dollans a year loet thrvugh auto accidents," 
and 444 elilion dollare last through ancking etc’ 
And ‘these tragedies affect only you, your doctor 
can do sothing sbuut then. aniy you can change 
your habits for langer life. This ad was paid 


for by the ductom in your anmunity.” 


Vyrmetiile buck in Mov 5/75 the Cons\rvative Lui ly 
Colgitet Reparted frum the Christian Science Man- 
ify, that “Premuctivity in companies thet encou- 
rage tlmir workers to stop mmmking hams increased. 
tip luyers help tCbear ceoployees get rid of a bud 


leocger en wli’ 


habit apd seoure «cm the Nuninuss 
Minimsmiy Bealthy workers are good for profits 


axide frum the fact that it is the preesures a 
Capitalia that drive workerr into snniing isit{- 
ally. “Swe to auto accidents ard capitalian, 4A 
Mey 3/76 Vuancaver Suu report from Washingcs 
says : Seatbelts save lives, money, repat tc 
UC.8. GQngreesa says ‘Wren the lives are tho oa 
workere, in whom the capitalist clagea as a thick 
have invested mxmey in fooc, shelter, clothing. 
educatiqn, etc., the bosses cannot be Dlamed ir 
Wanting to save money. But the system thats sok 
alm is to meke profit cannot do this ad as 
avoid acto accidents. Doctwors of the world? It 
is time they investigated the workings of Us 
system that frust:ates than, and united with tk 
rest of the workers for Socialism. 


Economic Council of Canada—Yee, but no 

The rich itn Canada are getting ricber and th 
pour are getting a amaller slice af the natiaa: 
tncome according to the Eoonamc Council of Case 
da's annual review (Victoria Times. Dec. 21/76) 
In 1965 the tap me-fiftb of the populatia wr 
getting 9 times as much as the bottam fifth 
1973 that top fifth had improved its income posi- 
tion to ll times’ greater than the bottam fift. 
The Council cited increased unemployment my; 
the young and an increased proportion of old m 
pensioners as factors responsible for the “suf 
toward econamic inequality.” This can anly mee 
that in 65, when the top fifth were 9 tines bet- 
ter off, society was equalitarian. Ten years 
later, with the privileged class 11 times letter 
off in income, society is still in a ‘shift to 
ward’' inequality but still has not arrives 
such an undesirable state. 

Apparently not al] the capitalist politiciams ar 
operating 1n official parties. Some are prope- 
gandising in the Economic Council of Canada. 


Adulterated bread—pure profits 

In the latest edition of The Canmonvealth, prai- 
rie voice of the DINP, the Yorkton-Melville NP ® 
hes Gisclased that a @ubgidiary of the giant Is- 
ternational Telephone and Telegraphs is marketic3 
a bread cmtaining 7.5 per cent soodpulp. 


Known as Fresb HuoriZons, the bread is sold in th 


U.S. as having 30 per cent less calories ad @ [ 


per cent more fibre. Food aculteration has exis- 
ted as long as capitalism, while profits have re 
mained pure. 


Mr. Nyatrum, the NDP'er in question said his 
omMatituents in Yorkton-Melville were looking at 
their wheat fields "and wondering what is happes- 
{ng to humanity."’ Thay should lock at theambelvs 
and wonder why their wheat production is governd 
by dollar signs in their eyes. Granartes and ele 
vators are overloaded while farmers can aly eel) 
according to qucta, a0 as not to depress prices. 
while 10,000 children die of hunger daily. 


profits world system contin 


Thie wages, prices, 
inc luding 


uas because the majority suppourte it, 
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christianity and socialism 


Belief in God 


MEOST RELIGIONS including Christianity, rest on 
“ five fundamentals :— 

. Belief in a God or in gods 

. Bellef in Holy books 

. Belief in Miracles 

. Belief in After-Life 

. Bellef in Prayer. 

Belief in God is certainly the most important pein- 
ciple since if there is no God there would be nobody 
io iospire the men who wrote the holy books. 
Miracles would not occur, in the absence of anybody 
ta make them happen. After-life would be out of 
the question, and prayer would be a waste of time 
with nobody to listen to nor answer them. There 
would be neither rewards to anticipate nor punish- 
ments to fear. Clearly then, if there is no Gad. the 
whole fabric of religion falls to the ground. 

Many Socialists consider that since there uw no 
proof of God’s existence, it is pointless to indulge 
in religious and biblical criticism. First prove your 
God exists and we can then deal with the other 
paraphenalia of religion. Hence it is that socialists 
have had little to do with freethinkers, seculansts, 
reuonalists and humanists organisations. The latter 
have tended to avoid socialists and their discussions 
because political and economic issues would, they 
thought, divide their members — there being devout 
capitalist supporters as well as those who are con- 
sidered socialists in their ranks. 
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IN THE NEWS 


left-wing parties like the New Democratic Party 
of Canada. There is nothing wrong with humanity 
ber se, but plenty wrong with people motivated by 
the Jaws of a private property society. 


Aud the profit system is safe in NDP hands as the 
fews wil] testify everyday. The latest example 
being the news that the NDP's former nationa! 
Sepherd, David Lewis, will be made an Officer of 
(ue Order of Canada, tbe gecond highest aard 
ven. The share and bondbolding owners of this 
‘antry must be grateful for his services in 
‘arther canfusing the working class into thinking 
‘hat state @mership and state charity have sam- 
lung to do with eolving proletarian probdless. 
ureby leaving the owners otf the means of life 
undisputed rulers. J.G.J 


WESTERN 


The arguments for God (or the extatence of gods) 
which have 20 far beer cffered. seem, to fal! into 
tne following five categories — 

1. The Prime mover or Fuse Caase 
2. The Universality of belie! mm God 
3. The Moval or Ethical argumen! 

4. The Design in Nature 

5S. The Gaps in Science 

There are those who affirm God's existence on the 
ground chat there must be a beginning !o the universe 
to life and to Miwn. Of ccurse, there either was oF 
was not @ beginning Buc those who holt theisec 
views find it difficult to explain the ongio of God. 
The almighty. they affirm, has always existed, which 
contradicts thetr argument that everything bad a begin 
ning, and upon this their whole case resis. 

Philosophical materialists have consistently calmed 
that matter and energy have alwayy existed {in sor.¢ 
form or other), and always will exist, because yo 
can neither make nor destroy matter. There {8 no 
problem in explaining how something that always 
existed came into being. We therefore can d.epcnse 
with God aa the “Prime Mover~ 

An enormous amount of harm has been done educa- 
tionally by implanting the frst words in the Bible upon 
the virgin minds of children. The child thas believes 
Urat there must have been g& beginning and that God 
was responsible for it, and chat he made everything. 
Such an erroneous conception may lake a life ume to 
eradicate. 


The making of something out of nothing i¢ absurd 
jn itself, not even'a conjurer can extract a rabbit from 
an empty bag. The location of this place huaven has 
defied all mankind to trace. Astronomers have never 
caught a gilmpse of it through thelr immense aptical 
telescopes, nor received any signals from their radi 
telescopes. Even the astronauts on thelr way lL: the 
moon kept an eye open for heaven, but did not report 
having come across any such phesumenoo Indicatrag 
the whereabouts of this paradise in the skies. 

It is championed by some thedlogians that God 
must exist since belief in him is universal. Ths 
seemed true in the Middle Ages when maa's k.uow- 
ledge of the world was limited. and vast areas of 
the Earth's surface were unexplored. 

When Austratia was first discovered. it way fuuad 
that the aborigines had no goda, and the same was 
true of the Tasmanian aborigines (now exinct). 

In other parts where primitive peuple hed !rved on 
comparative isciation and not beea contar.ated By 
missionaries. many of them lived io godless bis 

Those who find God in ethical issues claim (hat 
because people on the whole simve to de good, and 
to live decently, that there mus: be a God reguieting 
their conscience i.e. God 13 good. Rut what happems 
when they do bad things or act against Ged? Many 
behevers think tha! they themselves could dispense 
with God. but he is necessary 00 keep other pegpie 
On the path of moral rectitude. 

The problem of evil has never been faced by Chris 
tians. Either God cannot preven @vit—in which case 
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he & not all powerful! or he will not prevent evil— 
in which case he is not all good, 

“The Devil rules about three-quarters of the warld 
and has a much larger following than any God ever 
hed.” as Mark Twain observed. 

Another wit “role — 


“Wherever God erects a heuse of prayer 

Tre Devil builds a chapel there, 

11 will be found upon examenaticn. 

That the latter has the greater congregation’. 


Soctalists point out Chat moral problems are largely 
the result of the conditions under which people find 
themselves. A Bishop who wes faced with no alter- 
native out to steal some bread or starve, would no 
douht steal. After the event, he could pray to God 
for forgiveness, and hope that he might never find 
it necessary to steal again Most people have little 
more choice than this in whet they do. and are far 
more influenced by economic factors than they appear 
to realise. Moral and ethical problems are condi- 
tioned by the social environment. 


The design in nature theory ia still a very popular 
argument for the:sm. Those who champion it find 
Goo in the marvels of nature, the human eve, the 
beauty of a rose and ai! that is good in life. Thev 
pever find God in the tapeworm with its tinv hooks 
for attaching itself to the lining of the human intestine 
so) that it is not easily washed out of the body. 


The tape-worm has some special glands for secreting 
a fluid which neutralises the gastric juice, and so 
prevents this parasite from being digested or killed. 
Did God in his infinite wisdom create this odious 
creature so that man, his masterpiece should be 
plagued by such loathsome parasites sucking his very 
hfe blood from within? 


Those who find God in the healthy and happy child 
never find God in the child who was born blind, 
dumb or an imbecile, yet. if he made the one he 
also made the other. Whoever made health, made 
disease, the diphtheria bacilus, the cancer tumour and 
caused plagues) The planiess nature of the universe 
puts the design argument out of bounds. As Ingersoll 
wrote: “Nature makes man without purpose and 
abliterates him without regret” We will now rise 
and sing the next hymn: — 


“All things bright and beautiful. 
A}l creatures great and small: 
Typhoid germ and parasites, 
The Lord Gad made them all.” 


Now the Gaps in Science. Why are there phases 
of the moon? Why does the sun rise and set? What 
causes thunder or lightning? Why the tides and 
whence comes the rainbow? Today we know the 
answer to all these questions, but primitive man did 
not know, and many people do not know today 
because of their lack of knowledge of elementary 
science. Such questions puzzled primitive people until 
the pfests gave the answer — that “it is God that 
does it" or “God who controls it”, all of which 
merely meant that these matters were beyond the 
know edge of the theologians. No man has seen God. 


rb a his voice or received any message from him. 
les’ be honest about that. 


Today we know that the rainbow, for « 
has nothing to do with God once flooding tt 
and then putting a sign In the sky to show fu 


menon and it does not need a supernatural ty, 
ation. a” 

There are lots of things about nature which » 
do not understand, but there is no need to por 
God because of our ignorance. As Chapman Gy 
eaid, “To many people God is no more than 4 duty 
for their unsolved problems.” 

To primitive people storms at sea and pest 
were signs that the gods were angry, but as 
discovered more and more facts, God has disappeyry 
from the cosmos. With the growth of know 
God has gracefully retreated. God who ont a 
able to reveal himself at any moment, has Noe 
be searched for, and even some of his most ey 
followers are having doubts about his existence 

We have examined the arguments for the exinay, 
of God and found that none of them hold water ij 
we must therefore conclude in the words of Shei, 
that “God is an hypothesis, and, as such, Stan, 
need of proof.” 

Bakunin went further, and said “If God ext ¢ 
would be necessary to abolish him.” On the dhe 
hand, If there is a God, he has taken romeruip 
pains to conceal his existence. | 

It is nobody's obligation to prove that pods tm 
elephants or white crows do not exist. The poy 
of all these things, like the proof of the Loch Ke 
monster. flying saucers or the abominable snow 
rests upon the shoulders of those who stim the 
phenomena. 

There is not a single tangible fact krown the 
God — or the Holy Ghost, no matter whal thet 
gians may say; they know no more about tm 
things than the average tom-cat knows about his gus 
father See The Golden Bough by Sir James Fram: 


Cause of belief in God — 


PEOPLE USUALLY believe in gods because of ht! 
or ignorance or a combination of both. It is ult 
easy to imagine how primitive man feared all the this 
he could not understand; volcanoes, earthquakes, 510 
thunder and lightning, forest fires, plagues and epee 
ics. None of these could he explain with his kmitx 
knowledge. 7 
Death has always puzzled men.°® The once animale 
body, pulsating with life and energy suddenly beam 
cold and still. When pre-historic people lost their Mes 
and happy associations ceased, sometimes very ably 
and without apparent warning, it was tmpossine ® 
explain these strange happenings, just as it is fo! 
young child to understand that people die. | 


* Shelley wrote:- “Death is a long sleep, and sleep bt? 
short death.” Death is eternal and irreversible sleep #¥* 
nobody can disturb you; a condition where neither ve") 
disease can worry you, where enemies can’t harm ) 
where money matters can't trouble you. This is surely 
nearest approach to paradise. Why then fear death © 
children fear to go in the dark?” 
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Then in the night came dreams in which early man 
found hiroself again in the company of thuse who had 
heer buried. What was the explanation 3s! thig strange 
even? Little did he realise, as a child who awakes after 
a nightmare, that he had been dreaming. Primitive inan 
knew or believed that he had really been fighting ene. 
mes or wild animals, What could he possibly conclude 
when after such a dream he awoke? The idea of an- 
other self which directed one's life at night was pro- 
bably the forerunner of the conception of a soul. 

Indigestion as is well known, can cause mightmare, 
and indigestion probahly followed the feasting that all 
aboriginal races indulged during periods of abundance. 
When a large animal was killed for food, it had to he 
eaten while the going was good, It could not keep for 
long. and the next meel might be a few days away. 

The habit of burying the dead is thought to have 
uken origin in order to prevent the spirits of the dead 
fom haunting the living, although hygienic considera- 
tons and the prevention of predatory animals may have 
heen factors. They drove thick sticks into the dead bo- 
des to hold them down (s0 that they would not roam 
a night), and piled heaps of heavy stones on them for 
the same purpose. This is thought to be the origin of 
the tombstone and the coffin. At a later stage when 
priests arrived on the scene, they were not slow to capi- 
ulise on the apprehensions and dreams of early man 
—sithough they could no more explain them than could 
the rest of the people. 

The first gods were images of the dead chiefs, and 
great warriors. The gods of the black races had short 
curly hair like those who created them. Tribes with 
long hair who painted their skins made their gods sim- 
lar The gods of the early Chinese were yellaw-skinned 
and slant-eyed. Truly did man create his gods in his 
own image. 

Leaders skilled in tribal magic began the god»mak- 
ing business and became the first priests. It was ne- 
casary for them to possess a \ittle knowledge shove 
the average, or to pretend to possess it. “In the king- 
dom of the blind, the one-eyed man ia king.’’ No doubt 
the only knowledge some priests had was that there 
wu prestige and power to be obtained from this occu- 
pation. 

Savages and primitive people were very credulous. 
Winwood Reade wrote:- “Doubt is the offspring of 
inowledge; the savage never doubts.” Believing with- 
out evidence, or against evidence is the negation of 
thinking or logic; but the basis of religion. Belief in 
gods and spirits took its roots in pre-historic trfbea be- 
cause they had no knowledge with which to understand 
mature or indeed anything else. No wonder Marx said 
“the criticism of religion is the beginning of all cnitic- 
itm,” 

Savage tribes created savage gods; the more docile 
and cultured the tribe, then so were the gods. No god 
is ever in advance of the nation who created him, The 
God of the Old Testament is often portrayed as a fierce 
tyrent—white the God of the New Testament became 


ao all-loving heavenly father. “God improves as man 
advances."’ Ingersoll. 


“Each tribe has the god it deserves, because 
gis are always made in the image of those who 
invent them. Thus the revengeful have an un- 
forgiving god, the stupid a dim god and the well- 
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intentioned a frierdly god. The god of the white *) 
men is jealout, platitudinaus and superciiicus be- 
caure they ary themselves that way Their heaven 
is an eraptv existence in the sky, going on for 
all eternity without incident, ao Ustre will be no 
decisions for them ta make. Thas tney expose 
their essential irresponsibility and the hatred of 
life.’ J. Seate = 


George Bernard Shaw warned ‘Beware of the man 
wnose god is in the sky.” Incidentally Jehovah himself 
recognised that oe was not the only god when in the 
first commandment he directed that “Thou shah have ae. 
no other gods before me." (Exodus 20. 3) If there a 
were no other gods the ataternent would be meaning- = : 
less. 7 

Jehovah in recommending bimself for acceptance by ’ 
his sutyjects admitted that he was @ jealous God. One 
would have thought that a God was quite above hav- 
ing such petty human failures. There then fuljuws (Exo- " 
dus Ch. 20) ao threat in case the statement of jealoary  optk 
was not sufficient, that the sins of the fathers (@ nat : i 
accepting hisn or heving interest in other gods) will ot 
be visited unto the children. No buman tyrant in re- ay 8 
corded history has evar made such a diabolical threat 
See “Causes of Belief in God" by Pau! Lafargue 
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THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF CANADA 


OBJECT: 


Phe establishment of a system) of soctety based upon 
MANION ownerstup and democratrc control of the 
iocants and ynstrumentis of producing and distnbucny 
wealth by and in inienest of society asa whale. 
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SOCEALIST DIRECTORY 
PARTY PURLIGATIONS 


. That an society, therefore, there is an 


. That this antagonism can be abolished omy § 


DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES 
The Companion Parties of Socialism hold: 


. Yhat society a8 at present constituted ip baggy 


ownership of the meana of living (i.e. lang 
railways. etc.) by the capitalist or master Higgs 
comsequent enslavement of the working clam hg 
labor alone wealth in produced. 

interests, manifesting steelf as a class struggle betmen gif 
who possess but do not produce. and thase al 
but do not possess. 

ae 3 ‘) 
emancipation of the working class from the domme, * 
the master class by the conversion into the mm 
property of society of the means of prodixte Me 
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ctona, B.C. V8X 3X5 me . 
to the end that a termination may be brought to the 
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